
Meeting Minutes of the Town of Stephentown Zoning Board of Appeal March 22, 2022 Meeting 

Meeting called to order at 7pm by Ronald Barth, Interim Chair 

Pledge of Allegiance Recited 

Exits Pointed out 

Attendees:  Roland Barth, Interim Chair, David Cass, Scott Wyner, Tom Quimby, Richard Sime, Craig 

Crist, Owen Cassavaugh 

1. Oak Stone Holdings Inc.  

Craig Crist explained the purpose of the meeting to review a use variance application.  Craig further 

explained the criteria for a Use Variance and read word for word Town Law 267-b(2).  He advised that 

review under SEQRA would need to be completed before a decision was made on the use variance 

application.   

 

Paul Bullock, applicant along with Matt Bond, engineer reviewed the proposed site plan.  On 4.4 acres, 

access to the lot would be from Cemetery Hill Road.  Building will be 8000 square feet.  There will be a 

drilled well, a septic in the NW corner of the property.  There is 30% coverage allowed but only 4% will 

be utilized.  This will be a recycling facility for catalytic converters. There are no toxins or by-products, 

they will simply be breaking apart raw material.  The converters go through a shearing system.  No cars 

will be brought on to the property.  They purchase the converters; they tear them apart and send them 

to smelters in another state.  There will only be one shearing unit.  Trucks come in once a week bringing 

in a high volume on the trucks.  They deal solely with large volume customers.  There will be 10 -15 

trucks coming in per week and one truck outgoing.  The volume varies depending on market.  They will 

break down between 500 and 1000 pieces per week.  The use 3 phase power which runs along the NY 

Route 22 Corridor.   They will only have between 3 and 4 employees max.  

 

Craig Crist explained the SEQRA process and that Applicant needed to submit either  aShort 

Environmental Assessment form or FEAF.  The client could choose to so a Full Environmental 

Assessment Form, depending on the project’s classification.   CEO Casavaught when asked said that Site 

Plan Review with need to be completed by the Stephentown Planning Board.  The ZBA needs to approve 

the use variance however before it could be considered for site plan approval.  

 

Tom Quimby – How many times did other deals fall through before the application chose this location.  

 

Paul Bullock– Four times:  

1.  One site was too much money for the work that needed to be completed on the property.  

It was showed Industrial.  An Environmental Review was requested and declined by the 

owner.  



2.  Second site was an old paper shredding facility off Route 9 in Columbia County.  Was zoned 

commercial use with a use variance.  Owner took building off the market.  

3. Third site was an Old Mill on Route 9 in Columbia County.  Was zoned commercial use with a 

use variance.  This building was taken off the market by the owner.  

4. The plot of land next to Norte Azul was considered.  The deal was set but it was under 2 

acres and the property owner retracted the deal due to a title issue with the property. 

This current location will be the fifth location considered.  This location is current zoned Residential.  

 

Roland Barth – Would need to have property rezoned to Industrial?  

Craig Crist – The building inspector determines what approvals are needed.  

Roland Barth – no abutting residential properties?  

Scott Wyner - Does the use determine the impact?  

Craig Crist – only determination this board needs to make other than its determination under SEQRA is 

whether a use variance is granted.  

Roland Barth – Septic Set for current size of employees?  

Tom Quimby – no water is used in Processing  

Paul Bullock– only water used if for restrooms and septic set is more than enough for the number of 

employees.  

Owen Cassavaugh – This is an R1, thus the need for Use Variance.  

Matt Bond – commercial zone is right next door.  The use could be changed or expanded in the future.  

Richard Sime – how far away is the nearest house?  

Paul Bullock – nearest house is over the hill heading Eastbound.  

Matt Bond – 500ft is nearest house and there is a 200ft wooded area separating the house and this lot.  

Roland Barth- no area variance is required? 

Owen Cassavaugh - a 25-foot side yard setback would be in place, so no area variance is needed.  

Matt Bond – the drilled well is within setbacks.  They will use the existing driveway with improvements.  

Roland Barth – asked about culverts and plantings.  

Matt Bond – existing culverts already in place.  Plants are going in.  This will be a brand-new metal 

building that will fit in with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  

Paul Bullock – not much of the building will be visible from the road.  It will be tucked away at the back 

of the property and surrounded by woods.  



Craig Crist – Asked Mr. Bond and Mr. Bond responded that the nearest neighbor is 500 feet away with a 

200 ft wide wooded buffer between the two properties.  

Tom Quimby – No chemicals will be used, no exhaust? 

Paul Bullock – This is a completely mechanical process.  No hazard materials, no junk cars, no exhaust  

Roland Barth – any signage being placed?  

Paul Bullock – No plans for any signage.  Will not being dealing with the general public.  There will be a 

small sign on the door to the building.  

Richard Sime – any plans to purchase from other states.  

Paul Bullock – there is potential and there are no issues or restrictions from purchasing and transporting 

from out of state.  

Craig Crist – is the proposed use in  an agricultural district?  

Matt Bond – there is an agricultural overlay; he will look into whether the use is in an agricultural district 

Scott Wyner– advised that since he works for the Agri department he could obtain that answer.  

Craig Crist – Recommended that Applicant provide an  Environmental Assessment form then the Bord 

could appoint itself  lead agency for SEQRA process.  Will classify actions under SEQRA.  Craig 

recommended that the Board  pass a motion to deem application incomplete. 

Scott Wyner– no criteria has been submitted showing need for use variance. 

Roland Barth – stated we need to protect the legality of the application and made motion to deem 

application incomplete at this time.  

Richard Sime – seconded the motion.  

Motion carried unanimously.  

Craig Crist reminded applicant of next steps and advised next meeting was set for April 26th at 7pm and 

would be awaiting the additional application information.  

Craig Crist advised that our current Chairman Roland Barth would be stepping down and asked for 

volunteers for the position of Chairman.  Scott Wyner volunteered.  

No other members of the board wanted to volunteer or had an opposition to Scott becoming the next 

chairman.  Copies of these minutes will be given to the Town Board for official appointment of the new 

chairman.  

Roland Barth made motion to adjourn meeting  

Scott Wyner seconded.  

All members in favor.  

Motion carried.  



Meeting ended at 8:00pm.  

 

Meeting notes reviewed on:   4/26/2022 

First Motion to accept meeting notes as written:   Roland Barth 

Second Motion to accept meeting notes as written:  David Cass 

Motion accepted by all, and meeting notes adopted into official record.  


